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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ITALIAN CLUB — EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [12.54 pm]: This is the Western Australian Italian Club’s eightieth anniversary year. 
The Western Australian Italian Club on Fitzgerald Street is an integral and valued part of the Perth electorate that 
I represent in this place. Under the stewardship of many past leadership teams, the WA Italian Club has 
flourished over the years. However, I would like to mention the current leadership team: president, 
Mr Joe Radici; vice president, Frank Romano; secretary and general manager, Maurizio Mangiapia; committee 
members, Morena Strano, Lou Magro, Christine Madaschi, Tony Carmignani, Pasquale Forgione, Nunzio Nici, 
Frank Romano; ladies committee president, Chiara Scaffidi; and board of trustees, James Del Piano, 
Carl Alessandro and Robert Moltoni. 

Like most great institutions, the Perth Italian club grew from very humble beginnings. It started with a good idea. 
Almost 100 members of the then Casa degli Italiani di Perth association, half from Perth and half from elsewhere 
in the state, met at their modest clubrooms situated in Aberdeen Street and decided to reach out to the local 
Italian community. The rest, as they say, is history. In the 1960s and 1970s, the Perth Italian club was said to 
have had a membership of around 7 000 and played host to some of the world’s biggest performers. It was the 
only sensible choice for a real Italian wedding and a favourite place for Italians to celebrate with friends. The 
WA Italian Club has gone from strength to strength and continues to play an important role in the Perth social 
and cultural psyche. One thing cannot be denied: Perth, and indeed WA, will forever be grateful for the foresight 
of our Italian forefathers and contributions by our Italian community. 
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